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Second Letter 


TO A 


DISSENTER> 


Upon Occaſion of 


His Majeſty's late Gracious Declaration of 
INDULGENCE. 


E are ſubject to nothing more than forgetfulneſs of Bleſſings, 
unthankfulueſs for Mercies, or to abuſe or miſuſe them. When 
1/-ael was delivered from Egyptian Slavery, they ſang God's Praiſe, 
but ſoon forgot his great Goodneſs to them ; in their diſtreſs they 
cried unto God, but when he delivered them from their Oppreſſors 
and Oppreſſions, they kicked againſt him ; when beyond their Faith or Hope they were 
freed from their Captive-ſtate in B.by/an, moſt of them - contemned that Mercy, and 
choſe to continue under Servitude, and only a few embraced that Liberty. - I hope none 
of you will be found to imitate them in that ungrateful Obſtinacy. 

That the Obligations God by his merciful Providence of the- 1:ke Kind hath laid upon 
you, and the'Sence thereof, and of the BleiJing you have received by His Maje y's 
moſt Gracious Declaration, may remain upon you , and that you may conſider what 
your Sufferings were, and what you are delivered from,this ſeaſonable Advice is given to 
you, by one of your own Number, that now is, and for about forty years hath been, a 
Member of a Congregational Church, and purpoſeth fo to continue unto his. Death. 

Your Deliverance was from the Jaws of Deſtruction 5 you are brought from Slavery 
to a ſtate of Liberty; the Shackles of Conicience, and Bolts of your Priſons are knock- 
ed off, and you left to worſhip God in Truth without Fear; your Houſes are no more 
rifled, nor your Goods plundered, feized or fold ; nor your Perſons, Wives, Children, 
Relations and Friends crowded into naſty Gaols, on the Perjuries and falſe Informati- 
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1 ons of the Dregs of the People, fach who by Debaucheries violated all Bonds of Con- 


*ſcience, and whoſe Trade it was to ſpoil you; Men as compatiionate as Ravenous 
"Wolves, to whoſe inſatiate Avarice there were no bounds. 
You were not ſuffered to plead your own Cauſe {( the Pre/s being ſhut againſt you } 
a Favour Heathens always allowed : you were forced to bear all Injuries, though inno- 
cent : If you comp/ained, it increafed your puniſhment ; if /i/enz , you were ſullen, 
condemned, - fined and impriſoned, without being heard, or knowing your Accuſers, and 
that too many times for ſuppoſed Ciimes you were not guilty of ; ruined, baniſhed 
and deſtroyed, becauſe you were unwilling to be damned tor vioiating your Conſcieaces : 
your worſhipping of God, as you judged, according to his cwn appointment, was aCe- 
cuunted a greater Iniquity thaz Adultery, Sag Atheiſm, or Bl:ſpheny, Theſe 
were 
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were. eaſily expiated z but no Atonement for Non-conformity , or for not coming to 
Church, though in many Pariſhcs in and-about London, the Churches would not hold 
one third part of thePariſhioners. ; 

Theſe Proceedings were accounted Legal, and your not conforming reckoned Ol/t;. 
nacy, and ſuch as deſervedno pity ; nothing would evince the contrary, or that Conſci- 
ence was concerned therein, loſs of all the Comforts of this Life would not do it, and 
further Evidence you could not give. He : 

This was your State and Condition, as to your Sufferings and Perſecutions , from 
which your Deliverance was extraordinary and unexpected 3 Whereby you are at once 
engaged under many Obligations, which, if you fail to anſwer, will lie as a Brand of In- 
famy upon you. 

1.Yon ar2 therefore to bleſs and adore God for this His great goodneſs and deliverance, 
tlie effe&t oniy of his merciful Bounty, to whom the Praiſe is due, and to be expreft in 
a godly, peaccable, meek, circumſpect, humble and fruitful converſation. That will 
bring Glory, not only to his Name and Truth, but alia to your Profeſſion, and eſta- 
bliſh in the Conſciences of your Oppreſſors a Conviction, That without any Cauſe they 
uyjaſtly perſecuted you ; be not therefore wanting hercin, leſt you provoke the Lord 
thereby again to take this Blefſing from you. 

2. Thankfully to acknowledge the King's Benignity and Compaſſion : his Grace was 
free, and that too after many great provocations 3 nor were there wanting thoſe that 
fo miſrepreſented His Majeſty ( which you too readily credited ) as it he had been 
another Nero or Cal;z:la, that nothing but Blood and Cruelty was in his Nature, and 
defigned by him; and at the ſame time you were repreſented as his moſt Implacable and 
irrecovcileable Enemies, dreſt up in Bears Skins to be baited ; and yet under theſe Cir- 
cum ſtances, without Petition or Intreaty, cf His own innate Goodnels and Clemency, he 
both pardoned and freed you from mercileſs Oppreſſors, and from thoſe crnel Laws, the 
Enyvines made uſe to debauch your Conſciences, deprive you of your Communion with 
God, and to make your Lives bitter; a more ſeaſonable Mercy could not be given ; and 
ifyou are wanting in Thankfulneſs, Love and Subjection to His Majeſty, you will juſtly 
be branded as the moſt ungratefitl and perfidious. 

2. 'Tis incumbent on you alſo as Men and Chriſtians, to uſe your utmoſt Endeavours 
by all lawful Wayzand Means to extirpate all thofe Laws and Teſts that deprive you of 
this Freedom, or lay any Reſtraint on Conſcience i:: Matters of Religion, you accounted 
it your Duty ( as Danze! did) to break theſe Laws, »hen their Keeneſt Edge was turned 
againſt you, judging it better to obey God than Men ; and ſhall therenow be the leaſt 
heſitation in your Minds, as to the vacating of them ? Can you defire again to bein 
bondage, even whilſt your Wounds are bleeding freſh, and your Backs fore with the 
Laſhes you received from them 2 Will not all men brand your Folly, that when you have 
an opportunity to be free, and nothing but your own remiſs Inadvertency cin continueor 
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renew your Bondage, you ſhould be wanting to your ſelves herein > Who will then pi 


ty you if your Bonds are agaia repeated? And can you expect otherwiſe, ſo long as 
theſe Lars and Teſts arc in force, for they have not 1+ 1t tieir Scang, nor your Perlecu- 
tors their Maizce, Prejudice and Revenge 2 Are they net the Chiidren of their Fathers, 
that formerly drove ThouAauds info the American /derneſs for their Conſciences ? 
Are your tufterings the firit Perſecution by theſe Laws > What then means the many 
Petitions ar.d Apologies againſt them, made by Diffenters in each King's Reign fince 
they were fiift Enacted > Were there vo Miniſters Silenced, noz Perſons Executed, 
Baniſhed or Imprifoned before your days? Andif fo, by what Laws? And who were 
the Authors or Actors therein 2 And wil! you ſuppoſe they will do ſo no more > And 
that too when thoſe very men , whoſe Pleaſure was in your Ruine, do {till rage like a 
Bear berezved of her Whelps, and curſe you with hitter Execrations, becauſe reſtrain= 
ed from their Cruelty, and depriveil of their Felicity, which with their Debaucihery, is 
tacd in your Deltcaction 5 who Wrath is to boiled iato Ery, that they cannot for- 
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bear their Threats, but ſet their Tongues on Miſcheif, even to the moſt undecent Ex- 
preffions of His Majeſty Himſelf, for Ris Fatherly Compaftions to you. 

4. Conſider, That when His Majeſty's Declaration of Indulgence could no longer 
be prevented, but was publiſhed, how many Stratagems and Contrivances were uſed , 
and Endeavours to deprive you of the Blefling and Mercy thereof : Thoſe that firſt 
Addreſt His Majeſty with Thanks for His Grace and Clemency therein, were { to deter 
others from the like ) ſtigmatized as the unworthieſt of Mey, Betrayers of the Liberties 
of the Nation ; as if to accept Liberty on the King's Declaration, was todeſtroy all Law 
and Property at once, when yet nothing was done therein but what all Agcs have re» 
cognized as His Majeſty's molt undoubted Right (which allo in a little time will beyond 
_ be made moſt apparent ) as to His Power in Diſpenſing withall thefe Laws 
and Teſts, 

When theſe Endeavyours failed, and many followed that good Example of Addreſſing 
His Majeſty with Thanks for His Declaration, and openly met in their Congregations 
to bleſs God tor their Liberty, and Worſhipped him accordivg to their Conſciences ; 
Praying moſt heartily for all Blefings for His Majeſty : then it was more than whiſpered, 
That there were Snakes in the Graſs; this Indulgence would be like the Morning-dew 5 
it was but a Scaffold, to be taken down fo ſoon as the Building of Popery was erected. 
The provoked Church of England would turn their Rods into Scorpiors to all that ac- 
cepted this Liberty, of whom Liſts were taken : That it was not their Diſpoſition to 
Perſecute ; but they were necefiitated thereunto, to comply with the Government, and 
ſo could not he/pit ; That they would do ſo no more; That it was not fafc to take away 
the Pezal Laws and Teſts ; for thereby the Papiſts would be let into Parliament, and 
would make what Laws they pleaſed to ruine the Church of England, the Bulwark of 
the Proteſtant Religion; That thoſe Reſtraints and Penalties being removed, a great 
part of the Nation would turn Roman Catholicks, and would ferve in all Employments 
with Impunity, and Idolaters would be tolerated, 5c. 

For propagating theſe Jealouſfies, ſpecious and invective Reaſons were drawn up and 
diſperſed ; with a Report, that Prieſts and Jeſuits Preached in your Meetings ( without 
inſtancing where or when, or the Names of ſuch Preachers ; ) ſuppoſing theſe Endeavours 
might again be ſuccelsful, as they had been in preventing the Diſlenters Petitioning His 
Majeſty for their Liberty; and in King Charles the IId's time, to the rejecting His De- 
chration of Indulgence ; which gave Him ſuch provocation, as that it became an occa» 
fion of His withdrawing his Tenderneſs and Clemency to Difſenters, in that they were 
not true and ſteady to their Intereſt, and not to be truſted, but conſented to beas a Cat's 
Pai, to gratifie the Humior and Deſigns of thoſe that ſought their Ruine. 

5. All theſe Suggeſtions, Infinuations and Aſperſions are manifeſtly groundleſs and 
abſurd ; for if theſe Laws avd Teſts be takenaway, What then can abridge your Liber- 
ties? Men may ( as you mult expect they will ) be angry, but they cannot hurt you x 
The Snake in the Grafs, viz. A Spirit of Perſccution, may Hzſs , but not Bire. The 
Building will endure and fband as firm as a Rock , and the Proteſtant Religion 
not ſhaken; all ( but ſuch as delight in Miſchief avd Oppreſiton } will rejoyce: See the 
Bleſſing and Benefit of Liberty of Conſcience ! The Peace and Concord, the Increaſe of 
Trade, and Profperity to the whole Nation: That the Foundation of the Government 
3t ſelf will as ſoon be ſhaken, as your Liberty infringed ; fo that you ne2d not tear the 
Rage of any, or their Threats of Scorpions. | : 

What danger can there be of Paps/zs, or any other in Parliament, when ail Intereſts 
will be engaged againſt ſuch as ſhall attempt to invade this Liberty 2 Beſides, who 
ſhall Elect ſuch great number of Papiſts, and where will they be Choſen ? It it be ſup- 
poſed, that they may fit by undue Returns; that may alſo be prevented by tte very AC 
of Parliament that repeals thoſe Teſs and Penal Statures, and fnch Security provided 
for therein, as that it ſhall not be in the power of any to infringe the Liberties of the 
Nation, 'or atty ſort of People thercin ; and oo too by more juſtitable arid Tater me- 
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thods than thoſe Teſts and Penal Statutes that have been the Burthen and Oppreſſion of 
the Nation ; ſhutting out of Parliament and all Places of Truſt, not only the Papi/ts, 
but alſo all Others, which are not a few, that cannot conform to the Ceremonies of the. 
Church of England; and is it your Intereſt to be ſhut ont of all Truſts, and rendered 
uſeleſs ( however otherwiſe qualified ) or that all Honours, Places and Profits ſhould be 
diſtributed only amongſt one ſort of Men, many of whom have been your Oppreſſors, 
and are not a little provoked-at your Liberty, and fuch as pleate themſelves with the hopes 
of Revenge ? ; ' 

The Allegation , That their Perſecuting was to comply with the. Government, that 
they could not help it, is manifeſtly abſurd, to all that knew His late Miajeſties Temper; 
who did he brow-beat for his Clemency 2 Was he patltve? "Twas to pleaſe the Men of the 
Chu:ch of England. Did he at any tine give Directions for it ? 'Twas at the preſſing 
inſtance of their many-repeated irritating Addrefles, and falſe Repreſentations made of 
the Diſſenters. And His preſent Majeſty, on His firſt Acceſs to His Government, pro- 
poſed the Indulgence granted by His Gracious Declaration, in which He was oppoſed by 
the Men of that Perſwaſion and Practice: However, they were: not neceſſitated there- 
unto, but acted therein freely, either out of Principle, or againft Conſcience ; andin 
neither Caſe are they again to be truſted : for the ſame Men will re-act the ſame thing 
on the like occaſion, if thoſe Laws and Tes continue in force. 

6. That Liberty of Conſcience ſnonld- bring in Popery, is a Paradox not to be under- 
ſtood by any thinking man. If Popery be the effect of preaching the Goſpel, let Pope- 
ry come in; and if the Learning and Piety of the Church of Eng/and, with their Digni- 
ties, Honours, Livings and Fat of the Land, will not preſerveit, and maintain thoſe Bul- 
 warks, without Teſts and Pena! Statutes, ner Canons of Cruelty and Deſtruction, domi- 
neering over other mens Conſciences, and enſlaving the Nation to their Pride and Ava- 
rice, let that Church fall, and no more pretendto be ſuch an impregnable Fortreſs. 

7. That the Papiſts ſhould be fo increaſed by taking away the Teſts and Penalties of 
the Law in Matters of Religion, is not very probable, fince hope of Preferment, and the 
Princes Favour, doth not now ſo prevailwith many, though Men of that Perſwaſion 
ſerve in their Employments with Impunity ; but if it ſhould have ſuch effect, yet the 
Church of England are no Loſers, fince thereby they are only freed of ſuch as would 
never be ſerviceable to them nor their Intereſt, andat beſt but deceizful Friends, a noxi- 
ous Humor in the Body, fit toe be purged out. | 

8: By tolerating Iao/aters, I ſuppoſe is intended the R»92an Catholicks, who now dwell 
amongit us, have by Law equal Right with others to Protection and their Birth-rights , 
bound by common Intereſt , as Engl:/kmen , to defire, wiſh and endeavour the 
Welfare of the Nation ; and after allthis, maſt their Throats be cut, or they baniſhed, 
becauſe of their different Sentiments in Matters of Religion 2 Will not ſuch Uſag* juſti- 
tie the Perſecution of Proteſtants in other Countries, fince there is no more difference. 
betwixt a Papift and a Proteſtant, than there is betwixt a Proreſt ant and a Papiſ? ? 
We cannot here praCtice and juſtifie it onr ſelves, and yet condemn the ſame thing as 
wicked and crnelin others 3 nor can any [1ppoie any Popiſh Opinion worſe than the 
Zews Execrations and Blafphemies of our Saviour, and yet there's no ſcruple of tolera- 
ting Them : They are at worſt but Tares, and by Chriſt's Directions, ſuch as are to 
grow #i#b the Fheat antil the Harveit ; beſides, it's the Angels, not Men, that muſt 
weed them out. 

9. Be true therefore to your own Intereſt ; ſpare neither Root nor Branch of thoſe 
Teſts nor Penal Statutes ; they are, and always have been Snares, in which only conſcien- 
tions men, ſuch as ſcrupied Impotitions and humane Inventions in the Worſhip of God 
have been catched ; when A:heiſts, and men of debauched Confciences, havenot been 
bound by them. The Uniformity in Religion inforced by them, hath ruined many 
Thoit{ands. Let them do no more- ſuch Miſchief, fince the Church of Chriſt needs no 
juch Auxiliarics fer its Pretervation 3 and Trvth is ſtronger than Error » Without tach 
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coertion : Therefore let not deſigning Surmiſes and Infinuations of Dangers , where: 
there are none, amuſe your H2ads, nor weaken your Hands. Remember, that had Ne- 
hemiah been diſcouraged by the like Threats and Surmiſes of Sanballat and Tobiah, he 
had never freed the Jews from their Oppreſſion, nor provided for their Safety, by finiſh- 
ing his Building of the Walks and City of Ferr/alem. 

There remains one Suggeſtion more, which is cemmonly preſs'd as unanſwerable, vVI7.. 
That conſidering the King's Principles, *tis Folly to ſuppoſe He granted His Indulgence: 
to Diſſenters out of Kindneſs, *twas only to make Too's of them ; nor can they truſt 
His Word, fince 'tis a Maxim amongſt the Roman Catholichs, That Faith is not to be - 
kept with Hereticks ; and ſuch they account all Proteſtants and Di{enters. 

This will require a more diſtinct Anſwer than was.given to any other Suggeſtion 5 and” 
therefore I ſa.1ll be more particular therein, 

Admitting this to be the Caſe, yet His Majeſty's Indulgence is ſuch a Blcfſing, as 
calls tor Thankfulneſs to God and to the King ; for thereby you have. your preſent Li- 
berty and Freedom froin all the Slavery and Oppreflion betore-mentioned : A Reprieve- 
to a condenmed Man, prefeat Eaſe from acute Pains of Stone or Gout, are Mercics 
for which men are thankful ta God, and the Inſtrument by which. they obtain ſuch Fa- 

'ors and Bleflings ( and ſurely your Liberty is not of le(; value.) Will a condemned- 
Man reject his Reprieve, becaule it is not yet a full Pardon ? Or any one a preſent Re-: 
lief, on ſuppoſition that the Stone or the Gout may twelve Months after return UPOrk + 
him? This is the worlt that can be imagin'd of your Caſe, as to your preſent Li- 
berty. 

But ſuppoſe His Majeſty granted this Indulgence out of Defign, and nct-out of Love 
to you, yet your Condition thereby is not worſe than it was z you are ſure, by woful 
experience, that yonr Perſecutors hated you, and cauſlefly ſonght your Ruine, the other 
can do no more ; or is it leſs grievous to be rumed by cruel mercileſs Proteſtant Perſecis 
ters, than'tis by Papiſts 2 Nor is this Suggeſtion made out of Kindneſs or Friendſhiy , 
but of Hatred, Miſchief and Defgo, v:z. That fince they can n9 longer turn the edge 
of thoſe Penal Laws againſt you to your Ruine, they create Fears and Jeatouſizs, to th 
end that thereby you may become fo uſeleſs and ungratetul, as to turn the King's F-- 
your into Difpleaſure ; and if this can be done, they have gained their Point effectaa!ly, 
with an opportunity, according to their Threats, to turn their Rods into Scorpions. 

Do not too eaſily credit this Saggeſtion , yet make. a gocd- and profitable uſe of it ; 
make the beſt conſtruction, and take it as rea!,, and carry it to His Mijeity accord- 
ingly: be not wanting in your Thankfulneſs, Love and dutiful Subjection and Obedience 
to him, that ſo His Majeſty may have a full ſatisfaetion that His Favours are not b2ttow- 
ed on an ungrateful and obſtinate People. And let this Suggeſtion become 2n Incitation 
to more Circumſpection : Hereby you will difapoi1t the Deſigns of your Enemics, and 
(o prevail on His Majeſty, that if it could hÞ ſuppoſed that He was not yet real to you, 
He would become fo ; for He is not impenetrable, nor is He uncapable of underitand» 
ing His own Intereſt : avd if He finds you men uſetul and ſerviceable to a common In» 
tereſt, and fit to be truſted, you need not fear being made Tools ct. 

But fince the Suggzſtion is made, if there's any Truth therein, it ,decomes abfolute!y 
nezeſſary, according to the Advice already given, to take your ftirkk opportunity to root 
vat thoſe Penal Statutes and Teſts ; that ſo they. may be no morethe Inſtruments of De+ 
{truction, either. in the Hand of the King, or any other that defires your Rume ; unil 
then, you are ruined by Law; and your Perſecuters ju{tified therein; but when theſe 
Laws and Teſtsare abrozated, they wiil be as cautious therein, as they are in the breach 
of any other Law, as to Theft or Murder. So that your Security and Liberty is- to be 
eftaliſhed in and by the vacating theſe Laws and Tetts. 

For that Part of the Suggeſtion, That there's no Truſt to be put in the King's Word, 
Gnce Faithis not to be kept with H-reticks: You have much more than His Majeſty's 
tare Word for your Liberty: Hath he not by His Declaration removed your Fears, 
and to His own ſatisfaction, thereby erected Ris Threne in your FHlearts? What cle 
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means His Gracious Acceptanee of the many Addreſſes of Thanks preſented to Him for 
His Gracious Declaration ; and His Condeſcending, Obliging and Graciovs Anſwers 
thereunto 2 His difmifling out of His Service ( how ufetul foever) ſuch as would not by 
any means be reconciled thereunto, and truſting and employing thoſe that are Eftabliſh- 
ing by Law, this Liberty ; and encouraging all to concur with Him therein ; he defires 
and defigns you thould not only have His Word, but a Magna Carta for Security of 
Liberty of Conſcience, as well as you have for your Properties. 

If His Majeſty did not intend as rea! and as higlha Security for your Liberty as he can 
give, He hath acted moſt impolitickly : What need was there then of publiſhing, in 
His Declaration , the Grounds and Reaſons on which He granted His Indulgence 2 
Which are ſo weighty, and ſuch as will abide the ſevereſt Teſt. Hath He not thereby ex- 
poſed Himſelf, His Honour and Glory, to the Higheſt Cenfure and Obloquy, both at 
home andin all Nations, if He violates His Word ? Bath henot laid thegreateſt Obliga- 
tions on Himſelf, to aſſure the whole World, that He will be true and ſteady thereunto ? 
What need elſe was there of publiſhing thoſe Reaſons, ſince a bare Indulgence without 
them,might have ſerved a Turn? Or what Reaſon is there for His frequent ſolemn Pro- 
miſesto make it good 2? Why elſeis it a pleaſing and delightful Subject ro Him to be com- 
monly talking and diſcourſing of,and of the Benefits and Bleflings that will accrue thereby 
to the Nation 2 Theſe things, if not rel, are inconfiſtent with a Prudeat, Politick Prince, 
and below the common Sentiments of an ordinary Man. 

Before we can imagine His Majeſty is not fully reſolved to make good His Declaration, 
we muft ſuppoſe Him to be a man that hath no Zeal for, nor Sence of His Re- 
ligion, nor for the Men of His own Perſwaſion: And this cannot be ſuppoſed by any 
that knows him, and how conſtant He is at His Devotions,and how He adventured three 
Kingdoms for His Religion, when Wind and Tide can moſt violently againſt Him : 
Would He but have difſembled His Religion, or quitted it or His Party, He might have 
been the Darling of thoſe Times; buthe choſe to run the greateſt Risks and Dangews, 
rather than not to appear what ke was. And ſhall we, after this, imagine he will have 
no regard to His Word, nor provide for the Safety of His Party, which elſe, fo ſoon 
as Hedies, mult be expoſed to thenttermoſt Ruine, and to the Rage and Fury of theſe 
Laws and Teſts. 

We have alſo, beſides His Majeſties Word, the higheſt Security He can give for our 
Liberties, we have not only the Particulars before-mentioned, but alſo with His Word, 
we have His Intereſt, which wi!! not lie : So that if His Word were of no Force, yet he 
is bound by Intereſt to make it good. Doth not His Majeſty know, that the Diſſenters 
are not a ſort oftreacherous, cowardly Men 2 Where's the Inftance that any of them ever 
betrayed their Truſt, or refuſed any Service they undertook, or were called unto, how 

erilous ſoever ? Are they Drones that live by the Sweat of other mens Brows; or rather, 
are they not painful! and induſtrious, addicted to Trade and Manufactories 2 Is not a 
g.cat part of the Trade of the Nation managed by them, whereby the Poor are employ= 
ed.His Majeſties Cuſtoms and Revenucs increafed 2 Nor arethey an inconſiderable Num- 
ber of His Majeſty's Subjects; fo that to part with them, He muſt part with a great part 
of His Strength and Treaſure, in which Hiz Glory and Security conſiſts : which happily 
wasno ſinall conſideration with His Majeſty, when He publiſhed His Declaration. And 
this remains as an additional Security unto His Majeſty's Word ; and fo much the rather, 
becauſe he hath aſpiring Neighbours, who will readily embrace all opportunities of encrea(> 
ing their Numbers, eſpecially ſuch as bring Wealth, Trade and Manufactories with them * 
of which they were in hopes, and ſo blew the Coals of our late Perſecution, until His Ma=- 
jeRy happily extinguiſhed them by His healing Declaration,and thereby called home many 
thaton great encouragements were ſetling amongſt them. 

Though fomeof the Raman Catholichs have aſſerted that Maxim, That Faith 6 noe 
zo be kept with Heretichs ; yet God forbid there ſhould not be a Man nf Truth found a- 
mongft them; or that the Opinion of ſome ſliould be charged on all : What Principle or 
Party of Mzn can then be truſted 2 Are all the Church of Eng/and crue!, mercileſs Perſes 
+:uters, becaute foine oftaemaic ſo (and that not atew of them neither 2) Are they all S9- 


Ccinzans ? 
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einiqns ? And yet they are great!y helied if there are not ſome ſach amoneft them. Are 
they all debauched or guilty of Adultery, Atheiſin, Blaſphemy and Murther > And yet 
there are ſach to be found in that Church. 

Beſides, His Majelty is not onely willing, but moſt defirous to put it beyond his pow- 
erto break the Word and Faith of his Declaration : What can he dy (or is not ready 
and willing to do) to give farther ſatisfa&tion herein? Let any man rationally propound 
it, and let his Majeſty refuſe the ſame, before this, or ſuch like ſurmiſes be credited, TIs 
he not willing and defirons, that an equal Liberty to all, ſhou!d grow up with, and be 
twiſted in his Government 2 Doth he rot eſtabliſh his Throne on that Bafis > Kath he 
made any Limitations or Reſtrictions therein, to exclude any for their Religious Senti- 
ments ? Hath heever ſolicited any man to change his Opinion and become Roman Ca- 
tholique, to encreaſe his Party > Who, or whereis the in{tance of this kind 2 Hath he e- 
ver Brow-beaten any man for his Opinion 2 And I am confident he will moſt readily con- 
cur with his Parliament on the largeſt and comprehenfiveſt Terms for ſecuring this Liber= 
berty : andthenit will not be in His, nor any other Man's power to break this Faith, any 
more than it is to ſubvert the Government it ſelf: Shall all men be truſted. on their bare 
Word? And ſhall His Majeſty's ſolemn repeated Word and Promiſe (that ought to be 
accounted Sacret]) beno ſecurity, tho' real inſtances, {ſtrong and moſt weighty Obliga- 
tions are conjoyned therewith 2 Where js that Perſon of any Note or Figurein the World 
that would be fo uſed for his kindneſsand benignity > The perſons that make theſe, and 
ſuch-like Suggeſtions , are unworthy of his Majeſty's Goodneſs ; nor are there any but 
Tgnorant, Wicked and Malitious Men that will give themEntertainment. 

You haveother Work incumbent on you, v:z. Since you have now full Liberty to 
Worſhip God without any impoſition on your Conſciences, make Conſcience to be found 
in the conſtant Practice of his Worſhip ; live not in the neglect thereof, for that's a 
Contempt of the Mercy God hath given you : Was the Truth and Religious Worſhip, 
worth the adventuring all you had for ? *Tis not of leſs Value becauſe it now comes to you 
at a cheaper Rate: Do not turn Sceptichs, nor grow remits in Religion; that's the way 
to loſe the Bletting of your Mercics ; but whilſt you have S2afons and Opportuaities, 
make Conſcience to improve them diligently. 

Hearken not to any Councels, nor give way to any Paſſions that tend to ſtir up Quar= 
re!s, Contentions, or Diviſions ; this will deprive you of this Liberty, or of its Ble/ſivg, 
to the gratifying of the Devil and your Adverſariesz; who for carrying on ſuch deligns, 
will take on them new Shapes, and deal by you, as the Samaritans did with the Ferys 
cover their defigned Malice with a Cloak of pretended Charity and Friendthip ; your 
ſtrength isin Concord, and whilſt. you mind a Common Intereſt, your Eneinies cannot 
hurt you. 

Let not an Impoting Spirit or Principle be found amongſt you ; for th:t's a Perſe- 
cution inits kind,Zzs well 2s Mulcts, Priſons and Blood ; but bear with, and for ;car each 
other, notwithſtanding differences in Judgments, or Incitations to the contrary ; this is 
the Spirit of Chriſt, and of his Goſpel, to which you ought to be Reconciled ; for you 
profeſs to walk by Chrift's Rule, to do to others, as they would be done by ; and not to 
cenſure and judge others for differing ſentiments ; which will. always be, antii we come 
to the ſam2 degree and meaſure of Knowledge; a State not to be expected on this fide 
Heaven : Tilt then let Charity ( which is the Bond of your Perfection here) knit you 
together in the parſuit of Holinefs and Concord, Remembring always, Taat the Bond 
of Conſcience binds all other Mex as well 1s yours binds you : And it it were grievous 
to you to be opprelſt herein by Enemies ; can 'it be eafie to another to be in any re:pect 
ſo cppreſt by you, that onght to be Frzends 2 Will you contradict your own profeſied 
Principles, to gratifie your Enemies and your Luſts; and grieve your Friends, to tae Pre- 


\a lice of your own Intereits ? When haply the matters contended for, may b2 fome ob- 
{true Notions, nut determinable by the ableft and moſt learned. Contider that faace 
C:nſcience (though erronicus) binds both to Pranciples and Prafice z and acting con-- 
trary terennto, is Sintul : its not poddible that oae Man's Conltience cau be oflected be 
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-pIliuted fimply by another Man's Principle or Practice z otherwiſe to avoid Sin, we muf 
-fin againſt our own Conſciences, or by our DiCtates, force other men's Conſciences ; or 
fin wilfully to avoid the ſuppoſed guilt of another Man's: let therefore 'that noble Prin. 

-c:ple be maintained, and not inthe leaſt infringed, 
11. Confider that an Impoſing Sperit, under which we lately groaned,' is the very 
; Spawn and Spirit of Antichriſt, the Source of all Impiety and Cruelty ; to which apper- 
tains the Iniquity and Guilt of all the Blood of the Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Mil- 
lions of Chrift's Servants ; What Wars, Confuftons, and Deſolations hath this Spirit always 
-niade in the World ? Robbing it of its Peace and Tranquility, bringing glorieus Churches 
into Confuſion, waſting and impoveriſhing mighty Monarchs and Kingdoms ; when, on 
the contrary, poor and contemptible Seater, by cheriſhing this Pripciple of Liberty of 
Conſcience, have continued their Peace, and grown to greatneſs of Power and Wealth. 
- Shall we, that have wofully experienced the verity hereof, approve the contrary, or 
-in any meaſure contraCt this Guilt ? Is that lawful, commendable, or a Vertue-in you, 
which is hateful, wicked, and abominable in others ? Do not juſtifie your Adverfaries 
-in all their Cruelties and Inhumanities, by making and impoſing your Underſtanding and 
-Practice, as a Guide or Meaſure for other men; for thereby every one becomes a Dit :- 
tor, for what's lawful for one, is lawful for every man. Do not therefore, on pretence 
of Conicience, multiply nor ftreighten the Terms of Communion, nor make new Ar- 
ticles of Faith and Communion ; let thoſe Chriſt hath left in his Word (uffice, leſt ont of 
of blind-Zeal you turn, and keep out of the way, - thoſe that: Chrift wou!d have gather- 

ed and cheriſhed. 
$2. Finally, do not ſtudy Rewverge, for that appertains to Cod ; let not your Spirits 
(boyl up into- Prejudice againft thofe that have injured you ; give no opprobrious provo- 
King Expreſſions, that's uncomly for Chriſtians 3 remember your Lord and Maſter Res 
viled not again, but meekly and patiently endured the Conrradrttion of Sinners ; walk 
as you have him for your Example; pray for your Perſecutors, as Chriſt did ;forgive your 
wrongs 3 walk holily to God, and righteouſly to men ; live up to your Profeflion : Here- 
by you will top the mouth of Envy, and poſſeſs the Blefling of this day of your Liberty, 
.and God will continue your Tranquility. Amen. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


T's not my Province, to enqiure into the Times, Occaſions, -or Reaſons 69 mlich the 
Penal Laws and Teſts were made, nor whether they are not (e{pectilly the Teſts) as 
gainft God's Word, the indiſpenſable, immutable, and moral Law of God, common Right, 
Fuftice, and Equity, and the Law of the Land (though his will be enquired into, and 
publiſhed ; ) only thu is moſt apparent, that by the Att by which the Telt i eſtabliſhed, 
the Sacrament (the moſt ſacred Goſpel Ordinance of Chriſt) « profanely made ſub{ervient 
to Carnal and Secular ends and purjoſes, and defigned to incapacitat? His Majeſty from 
having any Servant about him (how uſeful or neceſſary ſoever) but ſuch © either im rea- 
lity or hypocriſie conforms to the Ceremonies of the Church of England : or to reward any 
other for any Service, though it ſhould be the preſervation of 11s Life, Cre,vn or K711ge 
dom ; or to employ them in any Service, how fit or important ſcever : whereby, in efjett, 
be z rendered to be King only of ſome part of his Subjefs, and haply nit of the greateſt 
part of themneither ; nor can he adviſe in Council fer hy own Preſervation, or common 
Good and Safety of bs Kingdom, with any other fort of men, nor diſpenſe the Juſtice of 
the Nation by any other hands; whereby alſo it's in their Power at any time, withoue 
comptrole, to impoſe what Terms and Inconveniencies they pleaſe on the King and King- 
dom, and to make both Fix Majeſty and all others truckle to them. 'On thi Conlidera- 
' #100, many are content to part with. all the Penal Laws, but ſtruggle for the Teſt, as 
knowing that it capacitates them at any time to revive again thoſe Laws, or to moke 
worſe, if worſe can be made, and to ſubjet all men to what tate and condition they 
pleaſe : Therefere never account the Nation jree, but ſubjefted to an Iron Yoke, and your 
ſelves to be laſhed with Sccrpions for your Conſciences, until theſe Teſts and Penal Statutes 
ere abrogated,and thereby both His Majeity and :v2rjibody elſe abſolutely freed from them. 
THE END 


